The article by Bell, De Lorme, Figueira, Kashy and Sisk describes two very interesting experiments demonstrating that during sexual maturation in the male hamster, stimuli that were previously unrewarding acquire rewarding properties, independent of experience with the stimuli. The idea that puberty is a time of dramatic changes in the brain is not new, ask any parent. What is new here is the clear demonstration that a sexually relevant stimulus can become an unconditioned reward without any social or sexual experience with the stimulus, simply as a consequence of sexual maturation.
